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Glenn Ivan Sawyer

As executive and subsequently gen-
eral secretary of the Ontario Med-
ical Association between 1952 and
1973, Dr. Glenn Sawyer guided the
OMA during a, period that saw its

greatest growth in membership,
services and influence. For 12 years
he combined these duties with those
of editor of the Ontario Medical
Review to which he contributed
crisp, clearly argued articles. He es-
tablished a reputation as a wise and
clever administrator who neverthe-
less never forgot the day-to-day
problems of physicians.

During his years of general prac-
tice in St. Thomas, Ont. (1938-52),
he helped orchestrate the begin-
ings of the College of Family Physi-
cians of Canada, and after his move
to the OMA he championed re-
fresher courses, conferences on co-
operation between health profes-
sionals and consumers, and the
need for doctors to recognize their
moral and legal responsibilities. He

was a key member of the commit-
tee that rewrote the CMA code of
ethics in 1969. “Dr. Sawyer”, re-
members one. OMA colleague, “was
the guy who sat at coffee gatherings
or board meetings and didn’t say
much, then came up with the solu-
tion that' everybody had been
screaming to reach.”

In 1959 he helped organize the
Mediscope exhibit at the Canadian
National Exhibition that dramatic-
ally displayed the advances of mod-
ern medicine to the public.

When he was made a senior
member of the CMA in 1973, the
citation read, “Dr. Sawyer, in the
last years, has probably shaken
hands with at least half the physi-
cians in Canada.”

The year after he became a se-
nior member of the CMA, Dr.
Sawyer was awarded the associa-
tion’s medal of service. By then he
had already embarked on his next
career. In 1973, at the age of 65,
he returned to the University of
Western Ontario, where he had
taken his BA in 1933 and his MD
in 1936, and enrolled in the faculty
of law. “The next oldest student in
my class was born the year I grad-
uated in medicine,” he recalls. Dr.
Sawyer turned his considerable
energies to law because medicolegal
affairs had always interested him,
and because as citizens become
more litigious, “it is important for
physicians to know what the dan-
gers are and how to keep out of
them.” On graduating, he co-au-
thored with Gilbert Sharpe, a
lawyer with the Ontario Ministry of
Health, “Doctors and the Law”. It
was published in 1978 and was the
first new book on the subject since
1957, despite the enormous shifts
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in law and opinion on such con-
tentious issues as consent and mal-
practice, and changes in medical
practice, that had occurred in the
meantime.

This book was hardly off the
presses before Dr. Sawyer was at
work on another one, “The First
Hundred Years”, a history of the
OMA published in the fall of 1980.
From January 1977 to December
1980 he was also executive director
of the Ontario Association of Med-
ical Laboratories, an organization
of 220 private labs.

Dr. Sawyer is still busy in med-
icolegal affairs as a seminar speak-
er. He also contributes book re-
views and a regular column to the
Ontario Medical Review. The fu-
ture of the profession to which he
devoted most of his working life —
medicine — continues to concern
him, especially the aspect he has
written about many times through
the years: “The art of medicine —
communication with compassion —
enhances the knowledge and under-
standing of both the patient and
physician, and it creates the vital
environment of mutual respect, con-
fidence and cooperation.”

Today Dr. Sawyer lives in Strath-
roy, Ontario, near his daughter
Glenna who is assistant director of
nursing at the local hospital. His
wife Meta died very recently, after
a long illness.

If he had the choice, would he
have followed the same two careers
in the same order? “I think so,” he
replies, “medicine is certainly as at-
tractive a career as ever, because
the potential for doing good is so
much greater today than when I
was practising.”

Charlotte Gray



The dean of the
faculty of medi-
cine at the Uni-
versity of Mani-
toba Dr. Amold
Naimark has
been appointed
president of the
university, effec-
tive July 1. He
~ succeeds  Dr.

Ralph  Camp-

bell. Born in
Winnipeg, Dr. Naimark graduated
from the University of Manitoba
medical school in 1957. He also
received a master.. of science de-
gree from the university of which
he will be president. After post-
graduate studies in Britain and
the US, he joined the staff of the
University of Manitoba in 1963 as
assistant professor of physiology.
He became head of the department
of physiology in 1966 and dean of
medicine in 1971. In 1976 the
Royal College of Surgeons of Eng-
land elected him as the Sir Arthur
Sims Commonwealth Travelling
Professor.

Dr. Naimark is a specialist in in-
ternal medicine and a fellow of the
Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Canada.

Naimark

Associate
fessor

pro-
of psy-

morial Univer-
sity’s faculty of
medicine Dr.
Kevin Standage
has been ap-
pointed chief of
the department
of psychiatry at
St. Clare’s Mer-
cy Hospital. Dr.

Standage
Standage has been acting chief at
St. Clare’s since September when
former chief Dr. Clive Mellor was
appointed professor and chairman
of the discipline of psychiatry at

Memorial’s medical school and
senior consultant to the hospitals
affiliated with the university.

A native of England, Dr. Stand-
age completed his undergraduate
and most of his postgraduate med-
ical training at Guy’s Hospital, Uni-
versity of London. He has been in

chiatry in Me-

Newfoundland since 1972 when he
was appointed assistant professor
of psychiatry at Memorial and staff
psychiatrist at St. Clare’s. Dr.
Standage has published widely and
presented a number of papers on
neuropsychiatry and personality dis-
orders at scientific meetings.

The Clinical Re-
search Institute
of Montreal has
awarded the
~ Marcel  Piché
_ prize for 1980
to Dr. Otto
Kuchel. A spe-
cialist in neph-
rology and hy-
pertension, Dr.
Kuchel is direc-
tor of the labo-
ratory of the autonomic nervous
system at the institute as well as
professor of medicine at the Uni-
versity of Montreal and professor
(associated member) of the depart-
ment of experimental medicine at
McGill University.

The prize was established by the
president of the Clinical Research
Institute, Mr. Marcel Piché, to rec-
ognize excellence in the work of a
scientist during his career at the in-
stitute. Dr. Kuchel joined the in-
stitute 10 years ago and is the au-
thor of more than 200 scientific
communications. He is also well-
known as a speaker on topics in his
specialty.

Kuchel

The newly ap-
pointed  chair-
man of the de-
partment of the
history of med-
icine and science
at the University
of Western On-
_ tario is Dr. Paul
. M.J. Potter. He
~ has been acting
chairman of the
department since
1979 and a member of the univer-
sity’s faculty of medicine since
1974 when he was appointed as
the first Hannah professor at an
Ontario medical school. Dr. Potter
is a graduate of the McGill Univer-

Potter

sity faculty of medicine (1968) and
holds a PhD in philosophy  from
Kiel University, Germany.

A resident in
internal  medi-
. ' cine at McMas-

_ ter  University
. Dr. Irene Turpie
has won the

$10000 Nicho-
las M. and Hedy
J. Munk Geria- .
tric Award for
1980. Dr. Tur-
pie will use the
Turpie award to gain
further experience in geriatrics by
working with Sir Ferguson Ander-
son who held the world’s first
chair in geriatrics at Glasgow Uni-
versity. She will also travel in the
United Kingdom and Israel.
Born in Scotland, Dr. Turpie is
a Canadian citizen. She received
her medical degree from Glasgow
University and did internships in
Scotland and Kenya.

The new chief
of cardiology at
the Royal Alex-
andra Hospital,
Edmonton, is
Dr. Simon Lee.
He is also pro-
fessor of med-

icine at the
University of
Alberta. His
— new  appoint-

Lee ment, supported
by the Alberta Heritage Trust Fund
cardiac program, includes both ad-
ministration and research. A grad-
uate of the college of medicine at
Seoul National University, Korea,
in 1957, Dr. Lee did postgraduate
studies at the University of Western
Ontario in London before moving
to Edmonton where he was with
the department of cardiology at the
University Hospital from 1966—
1980. In 1964 Dr. Lee was a re-
search fellow at the Karolinska
Institute in Sweden, and from
1966-69 he was a senior research
fellow for the Canadian Heart
Foundation.
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